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Genesis 2:4-25—

Ephesians 5:22-33 “Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to 
the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife even as Christ 
is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. Now 

as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their 
husbands. Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water 
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without 
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. In 
the same way husbands should love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves 
his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nourishes and 
cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because we are members of his body. 
‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and 
the two shall become one flesh.’ This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it 
refers to Christ and the church. However, let each one of you love his wife as him-
self, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.”

[Timothy Keller (with Kathy Keller)] “Nearly four decades ago, 
as theological students, Kathy and I studied the biblical teach-
ings on sex, gender, and marriage. Over the next fifteen years, 
we worked them out in our own marriage. Then, over the last 
twenty-two years, we have used what we learned from both 

scripture and experience to guide, encourage, counsel, and instruct young urban 
adults with regard to sex and marriage. We offer the fruit of these three influences 
to you in this book.
          But the foundation of it all is the Bible.
          In the Bible there are three human institutions that stand apart from all oth-
ers—the family, the church, and the state. There’s nothing in the Bible about how 
schools should be run, even though they are crucial to a flourishing society. There’s 
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nothing there about business corporations or museums or hospitals. In fact, there 
are all sorts of great institutions and human enterprises that the Bible doesn’t ad-
dress or regulate. And so we are free to invent them and operate them in line with 
the general principles for human life that the Bible gives us.
          But marriage is different. As the Presbyterian Book of Common Worship says, 
God ‘established marriage for the welfare and happiness of humankind.’ Marriage 
did not evolve in the late Bronze Age as a way to determine property rights. At 
the climax of the Genesis account of creation we see God bringing a woman and 
a man together to unite them in marriage. The Bible begins with the wedding (of 
Adam and Eve) and ends in the book of Revelation with a wedding (of Christ and 
his church). Marriage is God’s idea. It is certainly also a human institution, and it 
reflects the character of the particular human culture in which it is embedded. But 
the concept and roots of human marriage are in God’s own action, and therefore 
what the Bible says about God’s design for marriage is crucial... What God Insti-
tutes he also regulates. If God invented marriage, then those who enter it should 
make every effort to understand and submit to his purposes for it.“1

1. What has been your favorite part of our study of Genesis so 
far and why?

2. Respond to Pastor Patrick’s statement “you can’t wrestle with 
things of origin and not end up with your hands on timeless, universal things.” 
What did he mean by this?

3. With the aforementioned sentiment in mind, speak to the relevance of Genesis 2 
today. What issues facing our culture today could Genesis 2 address directly?

4. Read Eph. 5:22-33. How does the Apostle Paul demonstrate the timeless, univer-
sal nature of the book of Genesis (esp. Gen. 1-3)? (See also 1 Tim. 2:8-14, 1 Cor. 
11:2-16, Rom. 1:18-32, demonstrating the same)

5. Read Mark 10:1-12. What about Jesus? How does He also demonstrate the time-
less, universal nature of the book of Genesis? (See also Matt. 19:1-12)

6. What immediate applications can be made in light of this text?

1Timothy Keller with Kathy Keller, The Meaning of Marriage (New York, NY: Dutton, 2011), p. 12, 13.
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